Multicystic mesothelioma of the pericardium.
Multicystic mesothelioma is a well recognized but rare serosal tumor which mainly arises from the peritoneum in women and is considered as a benign lesion. This is the second case report of pericardial multicystic mesothelioma, which took a fatal clinical course. A 63-year-old man presented with pitting edema, shortness of breath, and hoarseness. Radiological investigations revealed solid and cystic tumor of the pericardium which was continuously extending into the mediastinum and the liver. Pericardial biopsy showed micro-cystic tumor lined by single layer of mesothelial cells without atypia, and the diagnosis was multicystic mesothelioma. Curative surgery could not be performed, and three years and four months later, the patient died because of the direct compression of the heart by the tumor. At autopsy, the tumor was found to be directly extending into the right pleural cavity and the right lung, besides the mediastinum and the liver. Neither malignant transformation nor metastatic tumor was identified.